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Biographies award winners FS&MM 2022 
 
 
 
LIED DUO Malte Schäfer and Bella Adamova 
2nd prize (1st prize was not awarded) 
 
 
The Czech mezzo-soprano Bella Adamova and the German pianist Malte Schäfer have been working 
together for many years. They met in Montepulciano in 2018 at a masterclass given by Christoph 
Prégardien and Ulrich Eisenlohr and subsequently developed a lively artistic exchange. Both share a 
fascination for the world of the Lied in all its linguistic and stylistic forms, constantly expanding their 
repertoire and working on new programme concepts. 
 
For their joint recording of Schumann's Opus 39 and 40, they each won prizes in their respective 
fields at the International Robert Schumann Competition in Zwickau. 
 
Currently, they are doing their master studies of Lied in the class of Jan Philip Schulze at the Hanover 
University of Music, Drama and Media. They have additionally received invaluable input at 
masterclasses of Christian Immler, Andreas Frese and Michael Gees. 
 
 
Bella Adamova (mezzo soprano) 
 
Mezzo-soprano and improviser Bella Adamova grew up in Prague, Czech Republic, torn between and 
surrounded by many cultures. She completed her Bachelor’s degree in Vocal Performance at 
London’s Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance under the tuition of Lynton Atkinson and 
her Master’s degree in Cologne, Germany, with Thomas Piffka. She completed her improvisation 
studies at the Basel Music Academy with Fred Frith and Alfred Zimmerlin.  She is currently studying 
art song with Jan Philip Schulze and Henryk Böhm in Hanover. 
 
She was prizewinner of the International Robert Schumann Competition in 2021, the Czech Song 
Prize at the Emmy Destinn Awards in London, the Martinů Prize at the International Dvořák 
Competition, and as a finalist of the 2020 Bundeswettbewerb Gesang in Berlin, she chose the art of 
song as a focal point. In 2021, Bella Adamova was a finalist at the International Cesti Competition at 
the Innsbruck Festival of Early Music. 
 
Bella Adamova sings and improvises in duo with pianist Michael Gees. Their debut album “Blooming” 
was released in 2019 on Challenge Records. In 2021, Bella made her debut with the Janáček 
Philharmonic Ostrava, performing Mahler’s Rückertlieder under Chuhei Iwasaki, as well as at the 
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Rudolfinum singing de Falla’s El Amor Brujo with Radek Baborák. With conductor Tomáš Netopil and 
harpsichordist Barbara Maria Willi she appeared at the Maraton Hudby Brno and Hudební Kroměříž 
festivals. She also performed a Mahler recital at the Festival de Royaumont and a Schumann recital in 
Zwickau in duo with pianist Malte Schäfer. 
 
During her studies she was involved in a number of operas, notably singing “Hermia” in Britten’s A 
midsummer night’s dream and “Celia” in Haydn’s “La fedeltà premiata” at Theater Aachen. In the 
coming season she will appear as the “Third wood sprite” in Rusalka at Theater Bielefeld. 
 
Bella Adamova has also had the privilege of learning from Thomas Hampson, Christoph Prégardien, 
Anne Sofie von Otter, Klesie Kelly, Dalia Schaechter, Simon Keenlyside, Josef Protschka, Christian 
Immler, and Kateřina Kněžíková, among others. 
 
 
Malte Schäfer 
 
With his remarkable skills as a chamber musician and accompanist, the pianist Malte Schäfer 
distinguished himself as a finalist in various European Lied competitions. Together with his long-
standing duo partner, the tenor Ronan Caillet, he was awarded the Prix de Mélodie française at the 
Concours international Nadia & Lili Boulanger and received an appreciation award at the 
International Competition Art Song Competition at the Hugo Wolf Academy in Stuttgart, as well as a 
special prize at the German Music Competition. 
 
Malte Schäfer was recently awarded the prize for the best song accompaniment at the International 
Robert Schumann Competition in Zwickau, and shortly afterwards the 3rd prize for pianists at the 
International Helmut Deutsch Lied Competition in Vienna. At the Maritim Music Prize of all North 
German universities, he also won the prize for outstanding piano accompaniment, donated by the 
Oscar and Vera Ritter Foundation. 
 
Malte Schäfer studied piano at the “Lübeck Academy of Music” and at the “Guildhall School of Music 
& Drama” in London. He is currently completing his studies in chamber music and song accompaniment 
at the Hanover University of Music, Drama and Media with Markus Becker and Jan Philip Schulze, and 
at the “CNSMD Paris” with Anne Le Bozec. He has attended masterclasses given by, among others, 
Wolfram Rieger, Hartmut Höll, Hans Eijsackers, Ralf Gothoni, Ulrich Eisenlohr, Anthony Spiri, Itamar 
Golan, the Belcea quartet and the Fauré quartet. 
 
Malte is a scholarship recipient of the “Richard Wagner Verband” and the “Yehudi Menuhin Live 
Music Now Foundation”. 
 
Numerous concert appearances mainly as chamber musician and song accompanist have lead him to 
important concert venues such as the “Liederhalle Stuttgart”, “Tonhalle Düsseldorf”, “Kultur- und 
Kongresszentrum Luzern” and festivals like the”Sommerliche Musiktage Hitzacker” and 
“Schumannfest Bonn”. His studio and concert recordings have been broadcasted by “France 
Musique”, “NDR Kultur” and “HR2”. 
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LIEDDUO André Baleiro and Pedro Costa 
2nd prize (1st prize was not awarded) 
 
The Portuguese Duo started its collaboration in 2016. Recently, they were prize winners of the 
Helmut Deutsch Lied Competition in Vienna. Baritone André Baleiro is the prizewinner of the 
Emmerich Smola Award, the International Robert Schumann Competition and received a special prize 
at the Das Lied International Song Competition. He studied at the Berlin University of the Arts with 
Kammersänger Siegfried Lorenz and Axel Bauni. Pianist Pedro Costa studied Piano in Brussels with 
Piet Kuijken and Liedgestaltung in Graz with Joseph Breinl and Julius Drake. He currently works as an 
accompanist at the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz. 
 
André Baleiro (baritone) 
 
André Baleiro won the Emmerich Smola "SWR Young Opera Stars" Award in 2019, the 17th 
International Robert Schumann Competition and the 9th Rotary Foundation’s Singing Competition in 
Lisbon in 2016. In addition, he was awarded the prize of the prestigious Das Lied International Song 
Competition in 2017 as well as 2nd prize at the Helmut Deutsch Lied Competition 2021 in Vienna. 
 
His operatic highlights include “Tarquinius" in Britten’s The Rape of Lucretia at Teatro São Carlos in 
Lisbon, "Figaro" in Rossini’s The Barber of Seville and “Kaspar" in the new production Kaspar Hauser 
(Schubert/Wilgenbus) with the Munich Chamber Opera, "Don Parmenione" in Rossini’s L’occasione 
fa il ladro at the Teatro Perez Galdos in Las Palmas, and Orphée by Philip Glass at the Centro Cultural 
de Belém in Lisbon. 
 
Numerous concert tours have taken the young baritone to France, Spain, Germany, Portugal, Japan, 
and Switzerland. His broad repertoire includes Monteverdi's Vespro della Beata Vergine, Bach's 
passions and cantatas, Handel's Dixit Dominus and Dettinger's Te Deum, Dvořák's Mass in D Major, 
the Requiems by Fauré, Duruflé and Brahms, Ravel's Don Quixote à Dulcinée, the Dona Nobis Pacem 
Cantata by Ralph Vaughan Williams, L'enfance du Christ by Berlioz, and Schönberg's Gurre-Lieder. 
He has collaborated with conductors, such as Michel Corboz, Steffan Blunier, Frédéric Chaslin, 
Graeme Jenkins, Martin André, Moritz Gnann, Antonio Pirolli, Andreas Spering, Joana Carneiro, Nabil 
Shehata and Lorenzo Viotti. 
 
André Baleiro also enjoys a significant activity as a recitalist, focusing not only on the great works of 
the 19th and early 20th century, but also in romantic and contemporary music.  
 
The Portuguese baritone began his musical studies at the Instituto Gregoriano de Lisboa in his 
hometown. After completing his bachelor’s degree in Choral Conducting at the Escola Superior de 
Música de Lisboa, André Baleiro studied singing under the tuition of Kammersänger Siegfried Lorenz, 
song with Eric Schneider and contemporary song with Axel Bauni at the Berlin University of the Arts. 
He received further musical guidance in masterclasses with acclaimed singers, such as Tom Krause, 
Ian Bostridge, Lorenzo Regazzo and José van Dam. 
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André Baleiro received scholarships from the Walter & Charlotte Hamel Foundation in Hanover and 
the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon. He currently works regularly with Snežena 
Stamenković in Mannheim. 
 
 
Pedro Costa 
 
Pedro Costa is a Portuguese collaborative pianist based in Vienna. He currently holds a position as 
Senior Lecturer for Accompanying at the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz. 
He was the prizewinner of the Helmut Deutsch Lied Competition in Vienna, the Louis-Spohr-
Competition for Lieder Accompaniment in Kassel as well as at other major competitions in Portugal 
and Belgium like the New Tenuto and the Estoril National Competition. He was also awarded with the 
Accompanist Prize at the Rotary Foundation’s Singing Competition in Lisbon and with the 1st prize at 
the Chamber Music Competition of the Portuguese Radio. He has played in many European concert 
halls, including Wigmore Hall in London, Große Saal Mozarteum in Salzburg, Flagey in Brussels, Casa 
da Música in Porto, CCB, Teatro S. Carlos and Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian in Lisbon.  
 
He worked in masterclasses with Udo Reinemann, Christianne Stotijn, Anne Sophie von Otter, Peter 
Schreier, Christoph Prégardien, Brigitte Fassbaender, Sir Thomas Allen among others. Pedro Costa 
regularly accompanies singers, such as Peter Kellner, André Baleiro, Laure-Catherine Beyers, Josh 
Lovell, Coline Dutilleul, Marina Pacheco and Tiago Matos. 
 
Born in 1989 in Mação, Pedro Costa studied at Porto’s Superior School of Music and Performing Arts 
(Portugal), the Royal Conservatory of Brussels (Belgium), and at the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Graz (Austria) where he studied Vocal Accompaniment with Joseph Breinl and Julius 
Drake. 
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LIEDDUO Sawako Kayaki and Haruka Ebina  
3rd prize and special prize for the best interpretation of the commissioned work by Judith Weir 
 
Soprano Sawako Kayaki and pianist Haruka Ebina formed a duo in the spring of 2021 for the 
Franz Schubert and Modern Music competition. Ever since then, the two musicians have gained 
concert experience performing at festivals and masterclasses – for example, during the 
Internationale Liedkonzerte Berlin. 
 
 
Sawako Kayaki (soprano) 
 
Sawako Kayaki studied Voice at the Tokyo University of the Arts. She now studies with Dietrich 
Henschel and is enrolled at the International Opera Academy Ghent (IOA). Recently she sang a 
leading role, "Retrochick," in the contemporary opera Private View, written by Belgian composer 
Annelies Van Parys and also sang in the train station opera Lost & Found by the same composer. She 
won the 1st Prize at the Internationaler Gesangswettbewerb Basel 2021 and performed at the Oxford 
Lieder Festival in April 2022. 
 
 
Haruka Ebina  
 
Haruka Ebina was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in the United States. She began playing the piano 
at the age of four and made her orchestral debut at the age of 14. She completed her Bachelor's and 
Master's studies in Solo Piano at the Tokyo College of Music, where she also received a scholarship to 
study at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in England. In 2016 she began studies at the 
University of Music and Performing Arts Munich on scholarships from DAAD and Yehudi Menuhin 
Live Musik Now München e.V. There she obtained a Post-Graduate Degree in Solo Piano, a Master of 
Contemporary Music, and a Master of Art Song Interpretation with the highest scores.  
Haruka Ebina is a laureate of numerous international competitions. At the 14th International Piano 
Competition in Orleans, France, she won the Isang Yun Prize sponsored by Unsuk Chin. She also won 
the highest prize at the Salzburg Mozart International Chamber Music Competition in Tokyo, Japan.  
Her performance of Agata Zubel's piano concerto under the direction of Konstantia Gourzi was 
recorded and broadcasted by Bavarian Radio in 2020. In the same year, she fascinated the audience 
and also the critics of the Süddeutsche Zeitung (Germany's largest newspaper) with her solo recital in 
Munich.  
Since 2021 Haruka Ebina has held a teaching position as a piano accompanist at the University of 
Music and Performing Arts Munich, in addition to her regular concert activities, 
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Trio ORELON 
1st prize and special prize for the best interpretation of the compulsory piece of the Int. 
composition competition 2020 
 
The Trio Orelon was founded in 2018 in Cologne, Germany. Marco Sanna (piano), Judith Stapf (violin) 
and Arnau Rovira I Bascompte (violoncello) became personally as well as musically acquainted  at the 
Cologne University of Music. Early in their career as a trio they were able to achieve a success by 
receiving a scholarship from the Werner Richard - Dr. Carl Dörken Stiftung in 2019. In September 
2021, Trio Orelon was awarded the Special Prize for the best performance of the compulsory piece at 
the 2021 Mendelssohn Hochschulwettbewerb at the UdK Berlin. That month, the trio made its debut 
in the “Großer Saal” of the Konzerthaus Berlin. In 2022, the first CD of the Trio Orelon, dedicated 
entirely to the composer Amy Beach, will be published by the label DaVinci Classics. 
 
 
Marco Sanna 
 
Pianist Marco Sanna from Italy is devoted to his passion for chamber music. He regularly performs in 
chamber music concerts together with members of the Berliner Philharmoniker, the Karajan 
Academy and musicians of the WDR Funkhaus Orchester in Cologne. Together with the Berlin-based 
string quartet Furiant, he toured across Europe and the United States, playing around 300 concerts. 
In addition, the well-known pianist also appeared in renowned festivals, such as the Verbier Festival, 
the Rheingau Musikfestival and the Beethovenfest Bonn. 
 
 
Judith Stapf 
 
Violinist Judith Stapf won numerous national and international competitions in Germany as well as in 
Moscow, Paris and New York early on in her career. She is a passionate chamber musician and has 
collaborated with renowned artists such as Lahav Shani, Denes Varjon, Claudio Bohórquez and Jörg 
Widmann. As a solo artist, she has given convincing performances with orchestras such as the Polish 
Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra, the WDR Sinfonieorchester, the Dortmunder Philharmoniker, the 
Duisburger Philharmoniker and the Beethoven Orchester Bonn. 
 
 
Arnau Rovira i Bascompte 
 
Cellist Arnau Rovira i Bascompte studied in Utrecht, Netherlands, before continuing his studies at the 
Hochschule für Musik und Tanz (HfMT Köln) in Cologne, Germany. He is a master student of Maria 
Kliegel, the grande dame of the violoncello, and has collaborated with numerous renowned 
contemporary cellists, including David Geringas, Gary Hoffmann, Melissa Phelps and Dimitri 
Ferschmann. Arnau Rovira i Bascompte won the university music competition at the HfMT Köln and 
was a finalist in the Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy Conservatory Competition at the Berlin University 
of the Arts. In the season of 2020/2021, he was engaged as a cellist with the Sinfonieorchester 
Wuppertal. 
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Trio UNIO 
2nd prize 
 
Based in South Korea, Trio Unio is made up of violinist Eunji Kim, cellist Ah-Yeon Nam, and pianist 
Young Sun Choi. 
The Latin word unio means unite, or combine into one. This name corresponds to their musical goal: 
to perform and sound as a united, single ego. 
The members of Trio Unio share the same educational background by graduating from the same 
music schools: Yewon School, Seoul Arts High School, and Seoul National University. This shared 
experience enables them to understand and bond with each other. All three members are now 
continuing their studies in different countries: Korea, USA, and Germany. 
The diverse musical experiences gained in different countries has added a significant variety to their 
music. 
Trio Unio won the Prix D’Honneur at Concours International Leopold Bellan, the 1st prize at Grand 
Prize Virtuoso Bonn International Competition, and the Grand Prize at the Virtuoso Salzburg 
International Competition. 
Trio Unio has given many recitals in South Korea at venues such as the Ensemblian Hall, the Samik Art 
Hall, and the Sharon Hall. Selected as one of the artists in The House Concert series, they will perform 
a recital in 2022. 
 
 
Young Sun Choi 
 
Young Sun Choi, a pianist from South Korea, started to learn the piano at the age of 6. She graduated 
from the Yewon School and the Seoul Arts School, then continued her musical studies at the Seoul 
National University. She earned a national scholarship for outstanding artists from the Korean 
government and graduated summa cum laude from the Seoul National University with a bachelor’s 
degree in piano and musicology. Young Sun Choi studied piano with Aviram Reichert and musicology 
with Hee-Sook Oh. After she moved to the U.S. in 2018, Young Sun Choi received a Master of Music 
from the IU Jacobs School of Music where she is currently a doctoral student. 
 
Young Sun Choi has won top prizes in numerous competitions, including the Lyon International Piano 
Competition, the Mladi Virtuozi International Competition, the Ann & Charles Eisemann International 
Young Artist Competition, the Leopold Bellan International Competition, the National Society of Arts 
and Letters Competition, the Indianapolis Matinee Musicale Competition, and the Indiana University 
Concerto Competition. 
 
She has given solo recitals at such venues as the Kumho Art Hall and the Youngsan Art Hall. Young 
Sun Choi has performed concertos with the Prime Philharmonic Orchestra, the Kazan Chamber 
Orchestra La Primavera, the IU Symphony Orchestra, and the IU Student Orchestra. She will be 
performing together with the KBS Symphony Orchestra and IU Symphony Orchestra in 2022. 
 
Since 2018, she has been studying with Arnaldo Cohen and serving as an associate instructor in piano 
at the Jacobs School of Music. 
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Eunji Kim 
 
Born in South Korea, Eunji Kim began studying the violin at the age of six. She made her debut at the 
Kumho Prodigy Recital at the age of 14. Eunji Kim won the Grand Prize, Minister Prize of the Ministry 
of Culture, Sports and Tourism in The Music Association of Korea Competition. She won 1st prizes at 
the Ewha & Kyunghyang Competition, the Korean Chamber Orchestra Competition, the Indiana 
University Concerto Competition as well as other major prizes. Kim has been a featured soloist with 
the Indiana University Concert Orchestra, Tongyeong Festival Orchestra, Seoul Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Guri Philharmonic Orchestra, Daegu Philharmonic Orchestra, and Seoul National 
University String Ensemble. She has performed recitals in the Kumho Art Hall, Ceramic Palace Hall, 
and Youngsan Yangjae Hall.  
 
As a chamber musician, she won the Young Sylvia prize in The Artsylvia Chamber Music audition, 1st 
prizes in the Medici International Music Competition and the Universal Chamber Music Competition. 
She has recorded chamber music for the Naxos label and her Sarasota Music Festival Rising Star 
Recital was featured on the Young Artists Showcase program of WQXR in New York City. She has 
played chamber performances with professors such as Stephen Wyrczynski, Peter Stumpf, Desmond 
Hoebig, Sung-Mi Lim, and Carol Wincenc. 
 
She graduated from Seoul National University (BM), Indiana University (MM) where she studied with 
Simin Ganatra. She is currently a doctoral student at Seoul National University under Kyung Sun Lee. 
 
 
Ah-Yeon Nam 
 
Ah-Yeon Nam, a cellist from South Korea,  started playing the cello when she was 6 years old.  
She made her debut recital at the Ewon Art Hall at the age of 12. Ah-Yeon Nam won 1st prizes at the 
Seoul Philharmonic Competition, the Strad Competition, the Sungjung Competition and the TBC 
Daegu Broadcast Competition as well as other major prizes.  
 
She performed as a soloist with the Incheon Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Symphony Orchestra 
and as Principal Cellist for Seoul National University Symphony Orchestra and Seoul Arts High School 
Orchestra. 
Moreover, she participated in the Seiji Ozawa International Chamber Music Academy Okushiga and 
Andre Navarra Memorial Music Festival. She has also performed a recital in the Kumho Art Hall. 
She graduated from Yewon School, Seoul Arts High School and Seoul National University with a 
Bachelor's degree and studied with Lee Jung Ran, Lee Suk Jung, and Hwang Sojin.  
 
After moving to Germany in 2018, she worked at the Gürzenich Orchestra as an academist in 
Cologne, Germany, and received 2nd prizes in chamber music competitions at the Hochschule für 
Musik und Tanz Köln. 
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Ah-Yeon Nam graduated from the Hochschule für Musik und Tanz Köln with a master of music with 
distinction where she has been currently studying Konzertexamen. Since 2018, she has been studying 
with Johannes Moser. 
 
Ah-yeon Nam graduated from the Hochschule für Musik und Tanz Köln with a master of music with 
distinction where she has been currently studying Konzertexamen. Since 2018, she has been studying 
with Johannes Moser. 
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Trio SOLERI  
3rd prize 
 
The Bulgarian pianist Asen Tanchev and the Latvian violinist Dainis Medjaniks had been performing 
successfully together for several years before founding the Soleri Trio (originally: L'Ondine Trio) in 
2017. After a prolonged search they were joined by the cellist Moritz Weigert.  
 
The name Soleri stands for the three places of origin of the musicians: Sofia, Leipzig and Riga. Since 
winter semester 2020, the trio has been studying with Dirk Mommertz (Fauré Quartet) and Priya 
Mitchell at the University of Music and Performing Arts in Munich, and before that with Oliver Wille 
(Kuss Quartet) and Markus Becker at the University of Music, Theater and Media in Hannover.  
 
They received further musical guidance from Eberhard Feltz, Günther Pichler (Alban Berg Quartet), 
Raphaël Merlin (Ébène Quartet), Jacques Ammon, Peter Buck (Melos Quartet), Stefan Heinemeyer 
(Atos Trio) and Troels Svane.  
 
In 2021, the trio won the Highly Commended Award at the Parkhouse Awards at Wigmore Hall in 
London, as well as the 2nd prize at the 28th Società Umanitaria Music Competition in Milan. At the 64th 
International Jeunesses Musicales Chamber Music Campus in Weikersheim they were awarded the 
special prize as one of the most promising young ensembles of 2019.  
 
Numerous concert performances throughout Germany are planned for the coming season.  
The trio is united by the great desire to be able to reflect their different cultures and stories in music. 
They are always looking for new ways and means of expression without neglecting the musical 
context for all their enthusiasm, passion and spontaneity. 
 
 
Asen Tanchev  
 
Asen Tanchev was born in Sofia in 1992 into an artistic family.  
He currently deepens his pianistic skills under the tutelage of Gerald Fauth in the Master Class (Artist 
Diploma) at the University of Music and Theater Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy in Leipzig. He is also 
studying chamber music at the University of Music and Performing Arts in Munich in the class of Dirk 
Mommertz and Priya Mitchell. Before that, Asen completed his bachelor's and master's degrees in 
piano with highest honours at the University of Music, Drama and Media in Hanover in the class of 
Arie Vardi. In addition, he completed a master's degree in chamber music in the class of Markus 
Becker and Oliver Wille.  
At the age of 15, Asen Tanchev won the International Tchaikovsky Competition for Young Musicians 
in Moscow. He also won the 1st prize at the international competition Young Virtuosos in Sofia. 
Furthermore, Asen Tanchev is a prizewinner of the International A. Scriabin Piano Competition in 
Grosseto and the International Piano Competition Princess Lalla Meryem in Rabat. At the German 
Music Competition he was twice laureate – 2013 as a chamber musician and 2017 as a soloist and 
thus included in the National Concerts Selection for Young Artists (BAKJK).  
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Numerous engagements have taken the young pianist to the most renowned concert halls: Great Hall 
of the Tchaikovsky Conservatory in Moscow, Berlin Philharmonic, Norddeutscher Rundfunk in 
Hanover, Kultur- und Kongresszentrum Liederhalle in Stuttgart, Bulgaria Hall in Sofia, Auditorio 
Nacional de Música in Madrid, Flagey in Brussels and Théâtre National Mohammed V in Rabat, 
Morocco. Asen Tanchev has performed successfully as a soloist and as a chamber musician at many 
festivals: Oberstdorf Music Summer, Summer Music Days Hitzacker, Festival European Weeks Passau, 
Franconian Music Days Alzenau, March Music Days in Russe, Apollonia Arts Festival in Sozopol, Alion 
Baltic International Music Festival in Estonia, Evmelia Music Festival in Agria-Volos, Vladimir Spivakov 
International Music Festival in Moscow and Chamber Music Festival Musica Mundi in Belgium. The 
young pianist plays with the following orchestras: Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra, FM Classic 
Symphony Orchestra in Sofia, Lüneburg Symphony Orchestra, Sinfonietta Darmstadt, Symphony 
Orchestra of the Central Music School in Moscow and Orquestra de Camarâ de Cascais e Oeiras.  
Asen Tanchev was a scholarship holder of the German National Academic Foundation, the PE-
Förderungen for music students e. V., Mannheim, and the Elfrun Gabriel Foundation, Leipzig. 
 
 
Dainis Medjaniks 
 
Dainis Medjaniks was born in Latvia. He received his first violin lessons at the age of 7 from his 
parents and at the music school in Jurmala. He studied with Krzysztof Wegrzyn in Hanover and with 
Silvia Marcovici in Graz. He received further musical inspiration from, among others, Pierre Amoyal, 
Felix Andrievsky, Mauricio Fuchs, Marina Kesselman, Vladimir Klochko, Petru Munteanu and Vivien 
Weilerstein.  
 
Dainis Medjaniks is a prizewinner at the 54th International Violin Competition Premio Paganini in 
Genoa. He also won the 2nd prize at the 6th International August Dombrovski Competition as well as 
the 3rd prize at the Latvian State Music Schools Competition in Riga in 2008. 
He has performed as a soloist with orchestras such as the Orchestra della Fondazione Teatro Carlo 
Felice di Genova, the Chamber Orchestra of the Lower Saxony State Orchestra in Hanover, the West 
Palatinate Symphony Orchestra and the Berlin Philharmonic Film Orchestra.  
Dainis Medjaniks received scholarships from Live Music Now Yehudi Menuhin Hanover, the Lions 
Club and the Gundlach Music Prize, among others.  
 
In 2017, he was invited to perform and teach at the Anchorage Chamber Music Festival, where he 
gave numerous concerts throughout Alaska. In the 2021/22 season he is an academist of the NDR 
Elbphilharmonie Orchestra Hamburg under Alan Gilbert.  
 
Dainis Medjaniks plays a violin by Giuseppe Odoardi (Ascoli, 1763) on loan from Sinfonima Swiss. 
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Moritz Weigert 
 
Moritz Weigert was born in Dessau and received his first cello lessons at the age of five. After 
finishing his bachelor's degree in Frankfurt am Main with Michael Sanderling he then moved on to 
study with Peter Bruns in Leipzig. Since 2020 he additionally studies in Munich (together with the 
Soleri Trio) with Dirk Mommertz and Eberhard Feltz. Moritz received further musical inspiration from 
Wolfgang Böttcher, Ralph Kirshbaum, Gidon Kremer, Günther Pichler, Jean-Guihen Queyras, 
Wolfgang- Emanuel Schmidt, Troels Svane and Wen-Sinn Yang.  
Moritz has played with many different orchestras including the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, Bavarian 
Radio Symphony Orchestra, Royal Concertgebouw Orkest Amsterdam and the Staatskapelle Dresden 
and was a member of the Gustav Mahler Jugendorchester.  
In 2017, he was chosen for the academy of the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra and has already 
played under the baton of Herbert Blomstedt, Gustavo Dudamel, Christoph Eschenbach, Daniele 
Gatti, Daniel Harding, Mariss Jansons and Franz Welser-Möst.  
 
Moritz is a scholarship holder of Villa Musica who generously loan him a very fine instrument by 
Jean-Baptiste Vuillaume, 1860. 
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