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RULES FOR THE JURY 

in the category TRIO FOR PIANO, VIOLIN AND VIOLONCELLO 
 

 
The members of the jury shall be committed to be present during all competition 
performances and to take part in jury conferences during the time of their presence in Graz as 
stipulated in their contracts. Obvious expressions of displeasure or enthusiasm on the part of 
the jury should be avoided.   
 
Performances (semi-final and final) shall be open to the public and take place on an open 
stage without curtains. There is to be no talking in the hall during performances. 
 
The jury’s deliberations will take place in a separate room outside the concert hall. 
Jury conferences shall be restricted to the chairperson, members of (including enlarged jury 
for the final) and assistants to the jury, and potentially also to members of the artistic 
committee. In addition, representatives of the artistic committee and the organisation 
committee of the competition may attend these deliberations but shall not be entitled to 
assign points or vote. 
 
If a participant in the competition is (or, within a period of up to two years prior to the 
competition, has been) a student of a member of the jury or in any other potential case of 
partiality, the jury chairperson must be informed of this in advance. The corresponding jury 
member shall not take part in the evaluation of the ensemble in question. In such cases, the 
jury member is nevertheless requested to hand in a signed, but otherwise blank, evaluation 
form in attended rounds. In addition, during the entire period of the competition, members of 
the jury are not allowed to have any contact with participants while the latter are still in the 
competition. 
 
For all rounds, participants shall choose the order of their performances themselves. A 
change to the works already declared is not possible. An ensemble’s performance shall not be 
terminated by the jury unless the defined overall playing time is exceeded significantly. If it is 
obvious that the ensemble is unprepared, the chairperson of the jury shall be free to 
terminate the performance with the majority consent of the jury members (meaning the core 
jury members). 
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The participants shall be informed of the results at the end of the corresponding round. Only 
the chairperson of the jury is authorised to do this. The public prize award ceremony takes 
place on the evening of the final day. 
 
Feedback for eliminated participants is an important component of the competition: jury 
members shall be available to offer feedback at specially designated times in places specially 
reserved for the purpose (also via Zoom).  
 
If participants bring forward any requests or complaints to jury members, these matters shall 
be referred to the jury assistant in charge/organisation, who will pass them on to the 
chairperson of the jury or the artistic committee of the competition. 
 
In consultation with the chairpersons of the juries, the audio engineers in charge of recording 
the performances shall be responsible for stage design for all rounds. 

 
EVALUATION 
 
Evaluation shall be according to the following criteria: 
Musical presentation 
Technical skills 
Artistic personality  
Musical collaboration 
 
Abstentions are to be taken into account accordingly. 

 
Video Round 
 
The evaluation should be made by all jurors without consultation with other jurors. Each juror 
should give a score from 0 - 25 points. In general, 16 points or more should be the equivalent 
of advancing to the semi-finals, 15 points or less should be the equivalent of NO. Each juror 
enters this YES/NO rating via muvac platform and also sends the score via the Excel document 
sent out to the competition office in good time before the jury session takes place.  
 
The number of trios that can advance from the video round to the 2nd round is limited to a 
maximum of 8 trios, i.e. if there are more than 8 trios that have scored more than 16 points 
after the video round, those 8 trios that have the highest score will advance. Exception: In the 
event of a tie for 8th place, the jury session will discuss who may advance. 
 
Option of successors: Among those ensembles that achieved more than 16 points, the jury 
will determine a number of potential successors (order according to their points), if other 
ensembles admitted to the semifinals should cancel (within a fixed deadline).  
 
The video round evaluation remains self-contained and is not carried forward to the attended 
rounds. 
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2nd Round and Final (live rounds) 
 
Each round is to be judged separately and all jurors are to make their assessment in the live 
rounds immediately after each performance. The scores and written evaluations are always 
given to the jury assistant at the end of the day. The jury assistant will evaluate the individual 
scores at the end of each round and inform the jury of the result. 

 
In the second round, the evaluation shall be based on a points system with a scale ranging 
from 0 to 25. Whole points shall be given only. The point score must be written on the 
evaluation form, along with a short written elaboration according to the evaluation criteria 
above. 
 
In order to progress from the second round to the final, an ensemble must get an average 
score of at least 18 points. However, jury members should be aware that a maximum of 25 
points can be awarded for exceptional performances. Giving a broader range of points 
facilitates decisions later on. 
 
In the event of significantly diverging evaluation results of the ensembles (by greater than or 
equal to 10 points), the highest and lowest scores shall be cancelled. If the score is just below 
the fixed limit of 18 points, the decision to promote an ensemble to the final, as well as on the  
awarding of a prize, can be taken by a jury vote. In this case, the decision shall be taken by 
simple majority of jury members entitled to vote. Retrospective changes to the scores will not 
be allowed. If it is not possible to decide by majority, the chairperson shall have the casting 
vote. 
 
The number of trios entitled to progress from the second round to the final shall be limited to 
a maximum of 5 ensembles, i.e. if there are more than 5 ensembles with a score exceeding 18 
points after the 2nd round, the 5 ensembles with the highest scores shall progress.  
Exception: In the event of a tie for 5th place, the committee shall reach a majority decision on 
which of the tied trios shall enter the final.  
 
Once the participants in the final have been defined, the entire set of jurors’ score sheets will 
be shown to the jury. To this end, the assistant to the jury shall present a list of names with 
the point-based evaluations from the second round. 
 
Final  

 
In the final, evaluation will be based on a ranking. Each judge should consider the 
performance in the previous rounds when judging the final. 
 
Special cases during the evaluation: 
 
Abstention counts as a vote not given. 
 
In the event of a hung jury or if there is no majority due to an abstention from a juror, then 
the chairperson has the final vote. If this is the case, but the chairperson believes s/he is 
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biased, the jury must hold a secret ballot, writing a clear “Yes” or “No”. 
 

 
Awarding of Prizes 
 
The result of the ranking by the main jury together with the result of the ranking by the 
extended jury forms the basis of discussion for the final jury session. The overall scores of the 
two jury groups will be disclosed before the discussion. The discussion of the main jury 
together with the enlarged jury is decisive for the awarding of prizes. If this overall jury does 
not reach a joint decision in the discussion, the jury chairperson may request a secret ballot. If 
no majority decision is reached in this vote either, the vote of the chairperson shall be 
decisive.  
 
PRIZES 
 
Prizes to be awarded by the jury: 
 
1st Prize 
2nd Prize 
3rd Prize 
Prize for best interpretation of the prizewinning work of the International Composition 
Competition Piano Trio  
 
It is not obligatory for all available prizes to be awarded. However, re-designation and 
combination of prizes, e.g. awarding two second prizes, shall be possible. The 1st prize can 
only be awarded once. The duplication of prizes is only allowed if the higher prize is not 
awarded. The maximum number of equivalent prizes shall be limited to two. 

 
 
Once the competition has been concluded, the Competition Office shall keep the evaluation 
forms under lock and key. They can only be made available to the responsible members of the 
organisation committee and the chairperson of the jury. 
 
 
 
 
Graz, February 2022 Artistic Committee of the Competition 
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